November 2017

Grief Support Group on
November 13th
We all have to walk through some bewildering hard
times in this life of constant change. Are you struggling
with the pain of any kind of grief or loss? We don’t
have to walk alone in our grief. If you feel that sharing
your experience with other sisters and brothers who are
struggling would be helpful you are invited to attend a
grief support group that will meet from 7 to 8 pm on
the second Monday of each
month. Pastor Steve will
facilitate the group and give
helpful resources and
processes to work through the
pain of loss.

Decorate Hope
for Christmas
Monday, Nov. 27th 6:00pm
Bring your family and help us decorate the
church for Christmas! Would you like to trim
the tree, hang some decorations, or set up the
nativity scene? We have all sorts of “jobs” to
do, and if we have enough people on hand it
won’t take very long. BBQ’s, chips, cookies, &
beverages will be served at 6:00 p.m. and
decorating will take
place afterward. Please
call or e-mail the church
office with any questions
at 952-492-2099,
office@hope-jordan.org.

Who’s Coming To Dinner? Saturday, Nov. 11 @ 6:30pm
“Who's Coming to Dinner" is a great way to enjoy food and fellowship while getting to know fellow
congregation members. If you talk to past participants, you will find out that these dinners are just plain fun,
and that EVERYONE should participate. This is a great way to make connections with people you may not
get to know otherwise.
How does it work? The host provides the main dish and dinner attendees are
asked to bring a dish to share. The host does not know who's coming to dinner. The
dinner attendees know where they are going but don't know who's joining them.
Sounds like fun, doesn't it? Please e-mail Darlene at darlenemarte@hotmail.com
or call her at 492-6428 to sign up and let her know whether or not you are willing to
host. Adults only please.

Need to activate Hope’s Prayer Chain?
E-mail Sarah Gavert at slgavert@gmail.com
or call her at (952) 463-6149

From Pastor Steve. . . .
Advent? It isn’t even Thanksgiving yet! Yes, it is early in the season to be talking
about Advent (the 4 weeks before Christmas) yet the stores have all made the
jump from Halloween to Christmas and they are giving us one very succinct
message about what Christmas is all about, “SPEND, BUY, SPEND!”
I am going to invite us to do something a bit radical this Advent, join a conspiracy
movement. Thousands of churches
around the world are joining this movement, this conspiracy. They are inviting followers of Jesus to
do just that, follow Jesus. The conspiracy is broken down into four ways to follow Jesus:
Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More and Love All.
Worship Fully: Let this be a season in which we all put down our burdens and lift our attention to
our God. Entering the story of advent means entering this season with a renewed passion to
worship the One who has revealed to us the true and living way. Directing our attention to God in
prayer and by hearing the proclamation of the gospel shapes who we are and what we do with the
gift of our lives.
Spend Less: What was the one gift you remember getting for Christmas last year? Next question:
What about the fourth gift? Do you remember that one? Many of us don’t because it wasn’t
something we necessarily wanted or needed. Spending Less isn’t a call to stop giving gifts; it’s a call
to stop spending money on gifts we won’t remember in less than a year. America spends around
$600 billion dollars during the Christmas season, and much of that is joyless and goes right onto a
credit card. By spending wisely on gifts we free ourselves from the anxiety associated with debt so
we can take in the season with a full heart.
Give More: We know what you’re thinking. “Wait, didn’t they just say I should spend less, and yet
here they are telling me to give more? What gives?” The most powerful, memorable gift you can
give to someone else is yourself. And nobody modeled this more than Jesus. So what does this look
like for you? Tickets to a ball game or the theater? A movie night? The main point is simple: When it
comes to spending time with those you love, it’s all about quality, not quantity.
Love All: It all boils down to love. Love from a savior. Love to a neighbor in need. By spending just
a little less on gifts we free up our resources to love as Jesus loves by giving to those who really
need help. This is the conspiracy three churches began a few years ago, and has since grown to an
international movement where thousands of churches have raised millions of dollars to love others
in life changing ways. It’s not that there’s something wrong with the shopping mall—it’s that the
better story is about loving all. So will you join me in the next month as we prepare for Advent to
do some conspiring? Will you join me in following Jesus in this season when there is so much
pressure to do many things which seem quite contrary to Jesus’ message.
Blessings in this journey,
Pastor Steve
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Hope Lutheran Memorial Fund
Listed below is an update to the Memorial donations fund. As new
Memorial donations are received, these amounts will be noted, and
also their source (unless these donations are requested to remain
anonymous). As decisions are made by the council to spend from
this fund, the approved amounts will be listed and what these monies
were spent on.
Our intent in providing this information is to not only make people
more aware of the monies that are coming to this Memorial fund, and
how they are being spent, but it will also be a reminder to all that this
fund exists. Hopefully this will encourage everyone to consider using
it as a place to add additional Memorial donations over time.
Date

Description

12/4/2016

Donation in Memory of Rod Boyd

12/4/2016

Donation in Memory of Todd Oakes

12/8/2016

Barnd Electric-outdoor lighting

6/11/2017

Donation in Honor of William Tieben’s
Baptism

6/21/2017

Amazon.com-Baptism books

7/2/2017

Donation in Memory of Nicholas Hunstad

Expense

Income

Balance

$2,139

$6,476

$500

$6,976

$5,970

$1,006
$100

$1,100

$102

$998
$500

$1,498

Men of Hope
The men’s group will
meet on the 1st Saturday
of each month at The
Feed Mill Restaurant for
breakfast. So, mark your
calendar for November 4
@ 7:30 am, and please
feel free to invite anyone
you know that might be
looking for a new
church home or just
some good Christian
guys to hang out with.

Thurs. Nov. 2nd at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall! A fun night
is planned with a fall craft and a pot luck! If you have any
questions please call Kari Schmidt at 612-554-8192 or email
kari2lynn@yahoo.com. Please RSVP and bring a dish to share.

Happy Birthday to You!

If an adult you know has a birthday in November, but is not listed
here, please call the church office at 492-2099.

1

Lynn Mollenhauer, Sara Sievers

15

Mary Engfer

3

Craig Swanson, Renee Leik

17

Andria Kim

5

Dennis Volkmann

18

Shirley VanGarven

7

Heather Kinkeade

20

Corey Hvidsten

8

Tyler Oakes, Clint Mack

23

Brenda Lieske, Scott Gregoria

10

Bob Iverson

25

Ben Kalow, Tim Nightingale

11

Laura Erdal, Kjell Wicklund,
Becca Williams

26

Audrey Arnevik

27

Kevin Lind, Laura Pekarna

12

Carl Soller

28

Bob Aufderhar

13

Lanae McClellan
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~ Prayer Concerns of Our Family and Friends ~
Claire Olivia Lindell - multiple health issues
Mary - lung cancer
Trenton - paralysis due to FB injury
David - heart problems
Peggy - colon cancer
Kathy - heart condition
Carol - pancreatic cancer
Connie - cervical cancer
Sue - breast cancer
Dennis - cancer
-those struggling with addiction and mental health

Brett Schaumburg - hemophilia
Paul - cancer
Deb - back surgery
Jody - Ovarian Cancer
Sharon - lung cancer
Clarence - failing health
Linda - complications from a fall
Gary - muscle disease
Becky - struggling
issues.

~ Prayers for those who mourn ~
~ Leah Holmberg's Aunt Joanne passed away on October 4th from cancer.
~ Judy Adams' brother, Jerry, died on October 10th after a long battle
with cancer.
~ Angie Newton's Grandma Myrna passed away on October 24th.

~ Pray for the following ministries & fellowship groups ~
Pastor Steve and his ministry, F.I.S.H., Grief Support Group, Knitters,
Families Moving Forward, Kids of the Kingdom, 5th Grade Youth Group,
H2H, Joy, Praise, 5th-8th and Adult Choir's

Here’s your opportunity to make a real difference in the world.
Jordan has been selected to be one of the hosting communities for up to 4 homeless families in the SW
metro through the FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD organization for 1 week. St. John’s & Hope Lutheran are
coordinating the volunteers, and are excited to give you opportunities to help with:
- Your Time
- Financial Donations

- Meals
- Your specific talent

Volunteers are welcome and needed November 19th thru November 25th from 5:30pm until 6am
each night to:
- Prepare & Serve Supper: Menus are provided and you may prepare the food and bring it, or
prepare at Hope.
- Organize and lead an activity: Bring your kids and set-up a video game tournament, teach the
moms how to knit, play a board game, or make a craft with the kids. Endless options……about 2 hours
- Spend the night: Thick, camping air mattresses are provided and 2 adults spend the night. When’s
the last time you had a sleepover with a good friend? You can leave by 6am and still get to work on time.
- Set-up sleeping areas & laundry: Beds and small tables are set-up for the families to use while they
are at Hope and many hands are needed to launder and put it all away at the end of the week.
Jordan was selected for a reason; we are a caring and sharing community that has a reputation for
stepping up and lending a hand, AND making our world a better place. If you have
any questions, or want to volunteer, you can contact Sarah at Hope Lutheran (952)
492-2099 and she will get you set-up on “Sign-up Genius” or you may call Deb
Anderson at (952) 200-9815 today!
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS WELCOME - SCOUTS . BUSINESSES .
SCHOOLS . JORDAN POLICE & FIRE . CHURCHES . SPORTS TEAMS…
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2017 Adopt-a-Family
You can help bring joy home for the Holiday
Home is not only a roof over your head but a place for family to gather and celebrate together. You can brighten the
Holiday for families for whom a home is a hope, rather than a reality. Families Moving Forward Southwest invites you to
adopt a family, parent, or child who has been hosted by our shelter program over the past year. During the week of
November 14-21, you may select a parent and/or child in the program from our Adopt-A-Family tree, in the Chaska
program center. Each tag will have gift ideas for the individual named. Purchase the item(s) and drop off back at the
program center by December 18.
Questions? Please contact Sasoneia Atkins, Families Moving Forward Program Center Assistant, at 952-452-8682 or
satkins@beaconinterfaith.org
Families Moving Forward is a program of Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative: www.beaconinterfaith.org
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me through my information below.
Sasoneia Atkins
Program Center Assistant
satkins@beaconinterfaith.org
952-452-8682

What is needed:
Two twin size beds, one for girl one for boy, and help moving some things
What Created the need:
Newly housed homeless family in Prior Lake needs beds to make their new house a home!
She also still has her clothing and children’s clothing in Maple Plaine, she does not have her own
transportation. Please contact the church office if you can help.

Garden News. . .
The garden was very successful again this summer, with help from a lot of sunshine and rain.
We received $250 from Thrivent Financial to purchase seeds, plants, and canning supplies. We
gathered 579 pounds of produce that was given to the Jordan Area Food Shelf, the Schule
Haus, and was sold to the congregation after worship. The money from these sales was split
between Families Moving Forward and paper products for the
Jordan Area Food Shelf. We also made 66 pints of salsa, 55 pints
of tomato soup, 28 pints of bread & butter pickles, and 5 pints of
cucumber relish. The sales from these canned goods also went to
the above mentioned. Many thanks go to the following people who
helped make the garden grow: Earl & Jane Nash, Joyce Roberts,
Steve Hennen, Judy Adams, Doug Hvidsten, Kelly Lorenz, Deb &
Roger Anderson, Angie Soller, Bob Iverson, Kyle Hvidsten, Cindy
Lind, Myra Anderson, Brenda Lieske, Kari Schmidt, Kay Guenther,
Angie Newton, and Myrna Rieck.
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Youth & Family Stuff
Apostles Creed Retreat ~ Saturday, November 11th 9:00–11:00am
E-mails were sent to our fourth graders with all the details about the retreat.
Parents and their children will spend the morning learning about the Apostle’s
Creed; what it means, how it applies to your daily life and begin to memorize it.
You will also share a snack together and, of course, enjoy some fun music. Please
contact the church office (952) 492-2099 if you have a fourth grader, but did
not receive an e-mail.

Order Your Pies for Thanksgiving!

The Board of Youth and Educational Ministry (BOYEM) is partnering with Lady A's Cupcakes &
Bakery in New Prague to offer delicious pies to enjoy with your Thanksgiving feast. Lady A's
will donate 25% of the profits to youth programs at Hope. You can place your order on Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings through November 12th -- look for our table in the narthex.
Payment is due at the time of your order. You can pick up your
order at Hope Lutheran Church on Tuesday, November 21st
from 6:30-8pm or Wednesday, November 22nd from 9am-6pm.
Flavors and prices:
5" is $6
10" is $14
Pumpkin, Cherry, Shaker Lemon, Apple, Strawberry Rhubarb,
Pecan ($7 & $16). All flavors also available in Gluten Free!

Calling ALL High School Youth

If you are a Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, or Senior, please join some of your other
classmates for this AWESOME hour of fellowship and fun
where we learn about and develop our Christian Faith. So
mark your calendars for Wednesday's from 8:15-9:15pm
to take a one hour break in the middle of the week to just
chill. **Please note: Bring your friends as it is open to any
high school student even if they don't attend Hope.

Attention 5th-8th Grade Parents:

There will be NO YOUTH GROUP on Wednesday, November 22nd due to Thanksgiving Break.

SAVE THE DATE!

Our Children’s Advent Program is coming in December! There will be a
special service at 10:30am on Sunday, December 17th. There will be a
rehearsal on Saturday the 16th from 9:30-11:00am. A note will be
going out to all the KOK children soon!
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November Service Team Schedule
November

November

November

November

5

12

19

26

Greeter

Terri Oakes

Arnevik’s

Terri Oakes

Carol Simpson

Ushers

Anderson’s

Anderson’s

————

————

————

————

————

————

Char Senske

Char Senske

Anderson’s

Char Senske

Communion
Serve

Jo Nelson

Jo Nelson

Jo Nelson

Jo Nelson

Arnevik

Arnevik

Deb Anderson

Deb Anderson

Communion
Clean-up

Terri Oakes

Char Senske

Terri Oakes

Char Senske

Read & Prayers

Jo Nelson

Jo Nelson

Jo Nelson

Jo Nelson

Provide Treats

Terri Oakes

Char Senske

Terri Oakes

————

Arnevik’s

Arnevik’s

Jess Felten

————

Coffee Clean-up

Carol Simpson

————

————

————

Media Specialist

————

————

————

————

Caroline Kinkeade

JJ Klein

Conner Larson

Elsa Swanson

Communion Prep

Acolyte

News of our Members & Community
~ Annual Chicken Dinner Sunday, November 5th, 4-7pm at East Union Lutheran Church. Tickets
at the door: Adults $12, Children 10 & under $6. Featuring home cooked chicken, potatoes, corn, &
homemade desserts. Everyone is welcome!
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Jordan Community
Thanksgiving
Service
Join us on Tuesday,
November 21st, 7pm at
Hope Lutheran Church for
a Community
Thanksgiving Service.
Don’t forget to invite your
family, friends, and
neighbors! Desserts will be
served following the
service. You won’t want to
miss this Festival of
Thanksgiving!

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving
Hope Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic
giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic
giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and
provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account.
Credit & Debit Card Giving lets you make offerings automatically
on a pre-determined schedule using a credit or debit card.
Online Giving lets you go to www.hope-jordan.org at any time to set
up an automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, make a
one-time donation or view your online
donation history.
As you contemplate future
contributions, please consider
electronic giving. Authorization forms
and additional information are
available from the church office.

Please welcome Shirley Lebo
to our Church Family
Shirley and her husband, Tom,
moved here from Chaska. They like
to winter in Mesa, Arizona and
enjoy movies and concerts. Shirley
has four grown children, Mike,
Tom, Mark and Sarah. Shirley

Meals on Wheels
Hope is responsible for delivering
Meals on Wheels during
November. This generally takes a
little over an hour. Simply pick
up the meals at the Schule Haus
and make the deliveries. To sign
up, or if you have questions,
please call Cindy Lind at 4922517 or e-mail
lindcin@gmail.com.

enjoys the service, sermons and
the people! Sorry, no picture! You
will find her sitting with Judy,
Linda, Myra or another one of the
ladies! Stop and introduce
yourself!
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Operation Christmas Child Packing Party Donations Needed
The 10th Annual Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoe box packing party is
on Sunday, November 12 at 10:15 a.m. This is a family event - adults must stay with
their children. Kids of the Kingdom children will share the love of Jesus with those in
need and pack shoeboxes full of small gifts that will be shipped to children in
impoverished and war-stricken regions throughout the world.
This program makes a difference. Here's a story shared on OCC's Facebook page:
"Ten-year-old Betty was visiting her cousin for a week when she was invited to a
shoebox distribution. When she received a gift box that day, she began crying openly. When volunteers
asked her why she was crying, she said she could not believe all the items in the box belonged to her. She
shared that she missed school for a week because she did not have a pencil to use. Now, she will be able
to return to school because she received pencils in her box."
How can you help?
Donate needed items to reach our goal of 100 shoeboxes. All items should be new and unused.
A collection box is located in the narthex.
We need:
50

small, non-violent toys

75

boxes of markers, crayons and/or colored pencils

25

SMALL pads of paper (small legal pads work best)

25

washcloths

66

bars of soap

50

girl's t-shirts (sz XS, S, M, L)

50

boy's t-shirts (sz XS, S, M, L)

10

boy's socks (size S, fit ages 2-4)

15

boy's socks (size M, shoe size 10 - 2)

10

boy's socks (size L, shoe size 3 - 9)

10

girl's socks (size S, fits ages 2 - 4)

15

girl's socks (size M, 10 - 2)

15

girl's socks (size L, 3 - 9)

assorted ball caps for boys, hair items for girls, nail care kits, sewing kits, assorted school supplies such as
rulers, solar-powered calculators, etc.
Don't have time to shop? Drop off a monetary donation in the church office and we'll do the shopping
for you!

We'll see you November 12 for this wonderful event!
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Council Minutes ~ October 16, 2017
Meeting called to order by Curt Wicklund at 6:30pm.
Present: Curt Wicklund, Kyle Narum, Tammy Schleifer, Dave Holzer, Jen Schultz, Michelle
Zappetillo, Dean Christiansen, Pastor Steve, Sarah Gavert
Agenda: Approved
Devotions: Pastor Steve
September Minutes: Approved
Shared Ministry Report: Written Report
Financial Report: Written Report
Deacons Report: Written Report
BOYEM Report: Written Report. Discussion about the Youth budget and where youth fees go.
Pastor explained they went to the general fund as there was not a designated line in last year’s
budget. It was brought up that we might need a small group to figure out an easier way to
present the report. This discussion brought up a reminder that the Executive Committee and
the Trustees need to meet to work on next year’s budget.
Trustee Report: Written Report. Discussion on how the bathroom remodel went, they look
wonderful, is there money left over? Those in attendance were in agreement that left over
funds, if any, should go towards new carpet and paint for downstairs.
Pastor Report: Huge confirmation class, 24 getting confirmed! 5th Grade youth group-some
question about the content being too graphic. 6th-8th H2H going well.
Business:
Discussed turning the downstairs into a Food Shelf with access to it through the downstairs
playground door. There are already plans in place to take down the fence and to move the
shed. Solicit funding for a drive/parking spot directly to the door.
Curt said the Nobel Conference was awesome and he would love to talk to anyone willing to
listen!
Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm.
Next Meeting November 20, 2017 at 6:30pm.

November Family of the Month
The Felten’s
Jason and Jess
Emma (10), Greta (7) & Hannah (5)
The Felten’s have been members since February of 2012. Jason started up the Fishers of Men group. Jess currently
serves on BOYEM, co-coordinates Operation Christmas Child, and teaches KOK. She has been a part of the
planning teams for both KOK and VBS in the past. Their children are active in
KOK.
They like Hope because they enjoy the variety of services, the music and all
the people here. Some of their fondest memories are building relationships
through the Silent Auction BBQ dinners they have hosted as well as packing
shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child.
Asked how their involvement at Hope has made a difference in their lives and
why they feel it is important to be actively involved in the church community,
they answered, “As with much of life, you get out what you put in. Being
involved is important to us. We want to teach our children the importance of
giving and sharing our talents. Each person has their own gifts to share. As a
shared ministry church, we need to work together in many different ways.”
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November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
12:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Children’s
Choirs
6:30pm Pizza Supper &
Mission Trip Mtg.
7:00pm 5-8 Youth
Groups
7:30pm Adult Choir
8:15pm HS Yth. Group

5
8:30am Coffee
Fellowship
9:00am Worship
Petersen Baptism
10:15am Education
Hour

6
7
6:00pm Boy Scouts 5:00pm CoDA
Education Area
7:00pm AA
6:30pm Knitters

8
12:00pm Bible Study

6:00pm Children’s
Choirs
6:30pm Pizza Supper
7:00pm 5-8 Service
Event ~ OCC
7:30pm Adult Choir
8:15pm HS Yth. Group

Thu

Fri

2
3
6:00pm Women of
Hope
8:00pm AA

4
7:30am Men’s
Breakfast
9:00am LearnLead
Launch Retreat

9
8:00pm AA

10

11
9:00am 4th Grade
Apostles’ Creed
Retreat
6:30pm Who’s
Coming to Dinner?

16
8:00pm AA

17

18

12
13
8:30am Coffee
7:00pm Grief
Fellowship
Support Group
9:00am Worship
10:15am Education
Hour ~ Operation
Christmas Child

14
5:00pm CoDA
7:00pm AA

15

19
FMF
20
FMF
8:30am Coffee
6:30pm Knitters
Fellowship
7:00pm Council
9:00am Bluegrass
Worship
10:15am Education
Hour

21
FMF
5:00pm CoDA
7:00pm AA
7:00pm
Thanksgiving
Community
Service

22
FMF
No Church Activities
Thanksgiving Break

23
FMF
24
FMF
Happy Thanksgiving Office Closed
Office Closed
8:00pm AA

26
8:30am Coffee
Fellowship
9:00am Worship
10:15am Education
Hour

28
5:00pm CoDA
7:00pm AA

29

30
8:00pm AA
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27
6:00pm Decorate
Church for
Christmas

12:00pm Bible Study

6:00pm Children’s
Choirs
6:30pm Pizza Supper
7:00pm 5-8 Youth
Group
7:30pm Adult Choir
8:15pm HS Yth. Group

12:00pm Bible Study

6:00pm Children’s
Choirs
6:30pm Pizza Supper
7:00pm 5-8 Youth
Group
7:30pm Adult Choir
8:15pm HS Yth. Group

Sat

25

FMF
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Shared Ministry Coordinator: Sarah Gavert
Office Manager: Angie Newton

This is a gentle reminder to every member who has not already done so to fill out and submit your
intention of giving cards. If your card has been lost in the shuffle you can call or stop by the church
office (952-492-2099) to indicate your intention. We hope to have everyone indicate some kind of
intention of giving. If it’s not possible for you to increase your giving at this time it would still be
helpful to receive your intention card so that we know how to plan.
At the conclusion of the campaign on November 5th we will try to follow up with everyone who has
not yet indicated an intention. It is important that everyone has the opportunity to participate at
some level. Again, the results so far are encouraging. We are confident that when all the responses
are in that we will be able to plan a church budget that allows us to continue to do all of the mission
that God intends in spite of the loss of rental income. It may even be that we will be able to expand
the good work to which we are called.
Blessings to you and thanks for your faithful participation in the Hope Lutheran family.
The stewardship committee,
Pastor Steve Thompson
Denny Lindell
Jo Nelson
Tom Francis
Curt Wicklund

