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Minutes of Hope’s Celebration ~ January 31, 2017 
 

Present:  65 Voting members of Hope Lutheran Church 
Meeting was called to order at 9:05am  
 
God’s faithful working in the administration of Hope-Executive Team and Council 
 
God’s faithful working in ministries of youth and education-BOYEM 
  -KOK 
  -Keeping the Promise 
  -5th & 6th Youth Group 
  -H2H Confirmation 
  -High School Youth Group & Mission Trip 
  -Adult Learning 
   
God’s faithful working in ministries of fellowship and service-Deacons 
  -Prayer Team 
  -Creative Worship Committee 
  -Garden Team 
  -Shared Ministry 
 
God’s faithful working in ministries of administration-Trustees 
  -Contributions  
  -Budget 
  -Assets & Liabilities 
  -Taco Stand  
   
God’s faithful working in Word and Sacrament-Pastor Steve 
 
Congressional Decisions 
  -Election of Officials: 65 ballots collected, all approved 
  -2017 Plan for ministry (Budget) 
 
Curt Wicklund spoke on racial injustice coalition.   
Motion made: 2nd to adopt resolution 
 
Other Reports:  Hope Lutheran Foundation, Congregational Statistics, Gustavus   
          Adolphus Report, Minneapolis Area Synod Letter 
 
Adjourned at 10:09am 
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 Nominating Committee Report 
 
Office  Length of Term Person(s) Serving  Candidates 
 

President    2 years Curt Wicklund (17)   Curt Wicklund (18) 
 

Vice President  2 years Kyle Narum (17)   Kyle Narum (18) 
 

Council Secretary  2 years Deb Barker (16,17)   Kari Schmidt (18,19) 
 

Treasurer   2 years Dave Holzer (16,17)            Doug Hvidsten (18,19)  
 

Board of Trustees  3 years Dean Christiansen (15,16,17) John Tieben Sr. (18,19,20) 
      Paul Schmidt (17)   Paul Schmidt (18,19) 
      Roger Anderson (17)  Roger Anderson (18,19) 
      Randy Mattson (16,17)  Randy Mattson (18) 
      Rod Lieske (16,17)   Rod Lieske (18) 
 

Board of Youth and 3 years Jess Felten (15,16,17)  Bethany Nissen (18,19,20) 
Educational Ministries   Jennifer Schultz (15,16,17)  Ryan/Dawn Doheny (18,19,20) 
      Clint Mack (17)   Clint Mack (18,19) 
      Leah Holmberg (16,17)  Leah Holmberg (18) 
      Doug Johnson (16,17)  Doug Johnson (18) 
      Michelle Holicky (17)  Michelle Holicky (18) 
 

Board of Deacons  3 years Karen Francis (17)   Karen Francis (18,19,20) 
      Brenda Lieske (17)   Brenda Lieske (18,19) 
      Cindy Lind (17)   Cindy Lind (18,19)  
      Heather Kinkeade (16,17)  Heather Kinkeade (18) 
      Tammy Schleifer (16,17)  Tammy Schleifer (18) 
 

Gustavus Adolphus Rep 2 years Curt Wicklund (17)   Curt Wicklund (18) 
 

Minneapolis Area Synod 1 year  Council Appointed (17)  Council Appointed (18) 
 

Nominating Committee 2 years Steve McClellan (17)  Steve McClellan (18) 
      Paul Engfer (16,17)   Jess Felten (18,19) 
      Glenda Laffen (17)   Glenda Laffen (18) 
      Terri Oakes (17)   Terri Oakes (18) 
      Hope Mack (17)   Dean Christiansen (18,19) 
      Ben Kalow (16,17)   Beth Dietel (18,19) 
       

Mission Endowment Fund 3 years Rod Lieske (15,16,17)  Kristi Pasek (18,19,20)  
      Tom Francis (17)   Tom Francis (18,19) 
      Kevin Lind (16,17)   Kevin Lind (18) 
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 Pastor’s Report- Steve Thompson 

Another year has come and gone. I am into the 13th year in your midst and look forward to good things by God’s 
good and gracious will. I want to thank all who volunteer their time by serving on committees or leading task   
forces or doing the many, many things that need to be done in the life of our congregation.  
 

Educational Ministry:  Thanks to those who help teach the faith through Vacation Bible School, Kids of the 
Kingdom, Wednesday night education guides and planners. There are so many good people in so many important 
roles to make educational ministry work here at Hope. We are blessed with so many beautiful children who depend 
on us to teach them what they need to know in order to have a meaningful relationship with God.  They feel our 
commitment to their wellbeing.  That is the heartbeat of our church, isn’t it? The sacrifices made for the common 
good in lots of ordinary jobs that need to be done regularly are witnesses to the love flows to us and through us in 
Christ.  
 

Worship: Thank you to all who assist in worship: Lectors and greeters and ushers, those who set up and help with 
distribution of communion, leaders of our choirs, musicians… You all help to make our worship beautiful and 
meaningful. We gather to hear from God and to express our hearts to God and God is faithful in engaging with us 
in worship. It is and enormous privilege for me to lead this community in worship and to be entrusted with       
proclamation of the gospel through preaching and administration of the sacraments.  I work very hard at doing 
those tasks as well as I can. 
 

Service: We are a community who, following the example of Jesus, bring good news to the poor in many ways.  
We shelter and feed neighbors who are temporarily homeless through our participation in Families moving        
Forward, we give significant gifts through our area food shelf, we participate in Feed My Starving Children events, 
we make sandwiches for distribution to people living on the streets, we fill requests through Scott County Families 
and Individuals Sharing Hope, We assist with automotive repairs for people in desperate need, we provide      
emergency relief when special needs are made known. We participate in giving that transforms lives through Our 
ELCA World Hunger and disaster relief programs. I list all that off the top of my head and I know that a lot       
happens beyond all this in informal ways of which I am unaware. 
 

Administration: There are dedicated servants always tending the finances and issues related to our wonderful 
church facilities.  There is a lot to be managed and maintained. Thank you to Trustees and volunteers who do this 
work cheerfully and well. We are so blessed to have Angie and Sarah who are so very dedicated and competent in 
the administrative hub of Hope. They do their jobs so well and with such good spirit. I am enormously grateful to 
be partnered with them in the important work that we do. 
 In my tenure here we have always had dedicated and wise leadership on the church council and boards. What a 
blessing! This past year was no different. This council has an excellent chemistry. Thank you and God's richest 
blessings to you who serve on the church council and boards of this church!  
 

Evangelism:  I ask everyone who comes to join this congregation, why?  What attracted you?  Why do you want to 
join? The answers are generally something to the effect that there is a sense of warmth and togetherness here. The 
gospel is embodied in the spirit of this congregation. We are pretty open and non-judgmental, as churches go these 
days.  I am pleased about that.  I think that is a very Christ like thing.  I’m glad to be the pastor of a community that 
recognizes that we are all on some kind of a journey and we can be accepting of each other though we are not all 
alike.  And I think that that is one of the things that the world is hungry for.  A gracious community where it is 
okay to be real with each other – to be vulnerable and broken and accepted.  That is good news that is worth     
sharing.  
 

What do you think? This year we have begun a process of evaluation, discernment and consideration of how we 
are doing in our mission.  We intend to develop a new “tag line” to help to tell the story of who we are? 

*  Hope is good church for people who__________________.  
*  What are some words or phrases that best express who we are?  
*  What the value is of being part of this community of Hope? 
*  What are we good at?   

I pray God will continue to challenge us and lead us in the way of Christ. Marked with the cross we are dead to sin 
and raised to new life in the Spirit and image of our Lord and Savior.  Your stories of faith in the past year have 
inspired me. I look forward to what our Lord has in store for us this next year. 
 
Pastor Steve 
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 Shared Ministry Report 
It has been a busy, productive year for Shared Ministry. Lynda Schaumburg had to resign in May. 

Pastor Steve, Angie and I were sad to see her leave the office. She was a ray of sunshine!!  

 

Here are a few things I have been working on~ 

~Communicating with the congregation through Facebook posts, bulletin announcements and   

newsletter articles. 

~Attend BOYEM, Deacon, Prayer Team, and Council meetings as my schedule allowed. 

~Created sign-up sheets for congregational events such as potlucks, Families Moving Forward, 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” and youth events. 

~Helped get church documents ready for Celebrate Jordan. 

~Worked with the Nominating Committee to find possible candidates for open board and committee 

positions. 

~Helped to coordinate multiple youth activities such as Bingo, The Sandwich Project, CERC event,  

~Assisted with the needs of Families Moving Forward. 

~Helped coordinate “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

~Monitored Visitor Packets and the Kids Table in the Narthex. 

~Updated Attendance records in Shepherd’s Staff and sent out letters to visitors. 

~Organized computer and paper files for Shared Ministry.  

~Worked to fill positions in multiple programs throughout the church. 

~Gift Inventory’s ~they can now be done online and I have entered the data from past inventories 

onto a spreadsheet for easier access. 

~Maintain a position on the FISH Board as a representative of Hope Lutheran Church. Attend FISH 

board meetings and the 2nd Thursday FISH events as my schedule permits. 

~Table Talks~ The Beacon Interfaith Collaborative has invited us to host Table Talks on          

Homelessness. I, along with Tom Francis, attended a training to lead the talks and we will be       

recruiting others to help us lead the talks. More information to follow. 

 

Sarah Gavert 

Shared Ministry Coordinator 
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 Contributions Report 
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 Trustee’s Report 
2017 Review 
 

 Audit performed 
 Remodeled 3 bathrooms 
 New parking handicapped signs 
 Patched parking lot 
 New compressor for the fire sprinkling system 
 New light bulbs in basement 
 Clean out furnace room by education center 
 Big storage room cleaned & organized 
 Several areas of carpet cleaned 
 Replaced burnt out sanctuary lights 
 Lawn care 
 Assisted Praise the Children with clean out 
 New water heater 
 New furnace blower motor 
 Painted former PTC area 
 New tenant, Nueva Vida church 
 New custodian 
 Sold 2 trailers of aluminum cans 
 New smoke alarm sensors 
 

Special Trustee Project; Bathrooms Remodel 
 

Purpose: 
To upgrade the bathrooms to make them more     
presentable and in proper working order.  
Conclusion from team: 
 Complete redo of men’s upstairs restroom 
 New LED lighting in all 4 restrooms 
 New flooring/walls/fixtures in both men’s and 

women’s restrooms downstairs 
 2 new drinking fountains 
 Complete clean out of drain lines all the way to 

the street 
 

Funds needed estimated at $30,000 
Hope Foundation matched up to $15,000 
Member donations equaled $19,064 
THANK YOU, MEMBERS!!!! 
 
Balance will be used for new carpet downstairs.   
 
Trustees: 
 
Roger Anderson 
Dean Christiansen 
Rod Lieske 
Randy Mattson 
Paul Schmidt 
 

Bathroom Project  
   

Member Donations $19,064.00 

Foundation Support $15,000.00 

   

Total:  $34,064.00 

   

Expenses:  

Barnd Electric $3,470.00 

Berger Interiors $16,095.00 

Roto Rooter $579.00 

Home Depot $126.00 

OpenTip  $972.00 

Binz Plumbing $7,760.00 

Harold's Locksmith $379.00 

Nor-Ell  $780.00 

Fossen Drywall $400.00 

Ace Hardware $180.00 

   

Total:  $30,741.00 

   

   

Difference: $3,323.00 
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 Treasurer’s Report 2017 & Budget for 2018 

1100 Income 

1110 Offerings/Current 

1130 Capital Campaign (Mortgage P&I) 

1140 Sunday School Offerings (Kids of K) 

2000 OUTREACH 

2110 VBS Registration 

2150 KOK Registration 

3000 OTHER INCOME 

3101 Praise the Children - Rent 

3220 Loose Offerings 

3230 Thrivent Matching Funds 

3780 Community Page 

3850 Hall Rental 

3855 Table Rental 

3900 Bldg, Grnds, Improvement 

3950 Foundation Support 

4000 Fund Raising 

4010 Taco Stand 

4030 Silent Auction 

4050 Garage Sale 

4060 Pop Machine 

    

  Income Total 

2016 2016 2017 2017 2018 

Budget DEC. 31ST Budget DEC. 31ST Budget 

          

$215,000.00 $193,790 $215,000.00 $232,254.00 $230,000.00 

$118,000.00 $100,831 $130,000.00 $106,037.00 $130,000.00 

$1,000.00 $1,359 $1,000.00 $995.00 $600.00 

          

$1,000.00 $708 $800.00 $516.00 $600.00 

$1,000.00 $651 $800.00 $750.00 $800.00 

          

$25,800.00 $25,800 $25,800.00 $17,400.00 $0.00 

$10,000.00 $13,310 $12,000.00 $10,896.00 $12,000.00 

$2,000.00 $947 $2,000.00 $2,430.00 $2,000.00 

$3,000.00 $3,300 $3,000.00 $2,400.00 $3,000.00 

$1,000.00 $1,150 $1,100.00 $1,150.00 $1,100.00 

$350.00 $465 $400.00 $640.00 $600.00 

    $50,000.00 $34,064.00 $0.00 

    $0.00 $16,000.00 $0.00 

          

$20,000.00 $20,474 $20,000.00 $21,658.00 $20,000.00 

$3,500.00 $2,560 $3,000.00 $3,190.00 $3,000.00 

$2,000.00 $7 $2,000.00 $2,710.00 $2,000.00 

$1,000.00 $833 $1,000.00 $559.00 $0.00 

          

$404,650.00 $366,185 $467,900.00 $453,649.00 $405,700.00 

100 Benevolence 

110 ELCA Pledge 

120 Sunday School 

  Total 

    

200 Ministry 

210 Pastor Salary 

220 Housing Allowance 

230 Social Security Reimbursement 

240 Car / Business Allowance 

250 Continuing Education 

260 Pension, Medical, Dental 

265 Sabbatical 

270 Shared Ministry Coord. Salary 

  Total 

$10,000.00 $10,000 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 

$1,000.00 $1,360 $1,000.00 $320.00 $600.00 

$11,000.00 $11,360 $11,000.00 $10,320.00 $10,600.00 

          

          

$38,890.00 $38,890 $38,890.00 $38,890.00 $40,910.00 

$27,000.00 $27,000 $27,000.00 $27,000.00 $27,000.00 

$4,045.00 $4,044 $4,045.00 $4,044.00 $4,255.00 

$8,000.00 $8,000 $8,000.00 $8,000.00 $8,000.00 

$500.00 $512 $500.00 $607.00 $500.00 

$32,647.00 $32,433 $33,850.00 $33,702.00 $35,200.00 

$2,000.00 $0   $0.00 $0.00 

$9,360.00 $3,855 $9,360.00 $5,182.00 $9,640.00 

$122,442.00 $114,734 $121,645.00 $117,425.00 $125,505.00 



9 

 Treasurer’s Report 2017 & Budget for 2018 continued. . .  

2016 2016 2017 2017 2018 

Budget 12/31/2015 Budget 12/31/2016 Proposed 

300 Board of Youth & Education 

310 KOK  

320 Volunteer Appreciation 

330 Adult Education 

340 Vacation Bible School 

345 Youth Lead Worship 

355 Youth - 5th grade 

360 Youth - 6th-7th-8th grade 

365 Youth - 9th-12th grade 

  Total 

    

400 Fund Raising Expense 

410 Taco Stand Expense 

430 Garage Sale Expense 

450 Pop Machine Expense 

  Total 

    

500 Board of Deacons 

510 Visiting Pastors 

520 Worship 

530 Music/Instrument Purchases 

540 Stewardship 

550 Fellowship 

560 Organist / Pianist 

570 Choir Director 

580 Deacons Pantry 

 Total 

$1,000.00 $558 $800.00 $270.00 $600.00 

$100.00 $0 $100.00 $0.00 $100.00 

$150.00 $0 $150.00 $0.00 $500.00 

$500.00 $285 $500.00 $227.00 $400.00 

$2,000.00 $1,500 $2,000.00 $1,500.00 $2,000.00 

$200.00 $63 $200.00 $177.00 $200.00 

$600.00 $423 $600.00 $541.00 $600.00 

$250.00 $208 $250.00 $150.00 $250.00 

$4,800.00 $3,037 $4,600.00 $2,865.00 $4,650.00 

          

          

$10,000.00 $9,132 $10,000.00 $7,970.00 $10,000.00 

$500.00 $0 $500.00 $1,275.00 $500.00 

$250.00 $185 $250.00 $121.00 $0.00 

$10,750.00 $9,317 $10,750.00 $9,366.00 $10,500.00 

          

     

$1,000.00 $690 $1,000.00 $951.00 $1,000.00 

$1,500.00 $1,725 $1,500.00 $1,449.00 $1,500.00 

$500.00 $279 $500.00 $230.00 $1,500.00 

$250.00 $0 $250.00 $174.00 $250.00 

$700.00 $455 $700.00 $493.00 $600.00 

$1,700.00 $1,644 $1,700.00 $1,841.00 $1,700.00 

$1,000.00 $610 $1,000.00 $530.00 $1,000.00 

$500.00 $446 $500.00 $292.00 $500.00 

$7,150.00 $5,849 $7,150.00 $5,960.00 $8,050.00 
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  Treasurer’s Report 2017 & Budget for 2018 continued. . .  

2016 2016 2017 2017 2018 

Budget 12/31/2016 Budget 12/31/2017 Proposed 

600 Board of Trustees 

615 Office Administrator 

617 Bookkeeping 

618 Administrative Assistant 

620 Supplies 

625 Printing & Advertising 

630 Copier Expense 

635 Postage 

640 Payroll Expenses 

650 Computer Software / Support 

660 Mortgage (P&I) 

665 Utility - Gas 

666 Utility - Electric 

667 Sewer, Water, Garbage 

670 Insurance 

675 Phone/Internet 

690 Offering Envelopes 

695 Security/Fire Maintainence Fee 

697 Elevator Service Contract 

  Total 

    

700 Other 

710 Conventions / Conferences 

740 Treasurer 

  Total 

    

800 Capital Improvements / Exp. 

810 Bldg, Grnds, Maint / Replace Equip.  

815 Custodian 

  Total 

    

    

  Expense Total 

    

  Difference 

$36,972.00 $37,000 $38,095.00 $38,100.00 $39,238.00 

$1,500.00 $1,390 $1,500.00 $1,431.00 $1,500.00 

$6,448.00 $6,081 $6,864.00 $6,928.00 $7,070.00 

$2,500.00 $1,263 $2,500.00 $1,327.00 $2,000.00 

$750.00 $1,357 $2,000.00 $1,590.00 $2,000.00 

$4,000.00 $3,998 $4,000.00 $4,136.00 $4,000.00 

$2,000.00 $1,333 $1,600.00 $1,652.00 $1,800.00 

$4,000.00 $3,351 $4,000.00 $3,207.00 $4,000.00 

$2,000.00 $1,877 $2,000.00 $1,488.00 $2,000.00 

$130,000.00 $129,684 $130,000.00 $129,684.00 $130,000.00 

$5,000.00 $2,491 $5,000.00 $2,898.00 $4,000.00 

$10,000.00 $10,427 $10,000.00 $10,582.00 $10,000.00 

$5,500.00 $5,474 $5,500.00 $4,553.00 $5,000.00 

$7,500.00 $7,718 $7,500.00 $7,021.00 $7,500.00 

$1,500.00 $1,717 $1,500.00 $2,144.00 $2,000.00 

$1,000.00 $946 $1,000.00 $989.00 $1,000.00 

$1,200.00 $1,403 $1,200.00 $1,758.00 $1,400.00 

$500.00 $610 $500.00 $622.00 $500.00 

$222,370.00 $218,120 $224,759.00 $220,110.00 $225,008.00 

          

          

$500.00 $135 $500.00 $135.00 $500.00 

$500.00 $500 $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 

$1,000.00 $635 $1,000.00 $635.00 $1,000.00 

          

          

$15,000.00 $8,768 $65,000.00 $43,428.00 $15,000.00 

$6,600.00 $5,740 $5,200.00 $5,111.00 $6,000.00 

$21,600.00 $14,508 $70,200.00 $48,539.00 $21,000.00 

          

          

$401,112.00 $377,560 $451,104.00 $415,220.00 $406,313.00 

          

$3,538.00 -$11,376 $16,796.00 $38,429.00 -$613.00 
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 Assets and Liabilities (12/31/17) 
 

 
Assets 
 
 Hope Checking Account      $61,215 
  Community Outreach   $  8,465 
  Christian Car Fund    $    -217    
  Memorial Fund    $  3,293 
  Foundation Campership Donation  $     500 
  Youth Fund      $  2,892 
  Families Moving Forward   $  3,992     
    
 Hope Checking Account available balance    $42,290 
 
 
 Hope Building Fund        $     0      
 
 
 Money Market Certificate                $ 1,816 
 
 Savings          $ 2,920 
 
 
 Building and Land                    $3,123,400 
 
     
 
  
Total Assets                         $3,170,426 
 
 
 
Liabilities 
 
 Loan for building                                                   $587,637 
  
  
  
Total Liabilities                                    $   587,637 
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  Taco Stand Report 

Many thanks to everyone who was involved in making the Hope Lutheran Taco Stand happen! It is always a 
pleasure to serve with the happy volunteers who choose to give their time to this excellent fundraiser. 
 

The amazing volunteers at the Scott County Fair this year prepared and sold every scrap of food that could 
be made! They managed to time it so perfectly that the last taco was made and sold exactly at closing time 
on the last day of the fair with no leftovers. We were also blessed with beautiful weather again at 
Heimatfest, which meant that the taco-making was plentiful. 
 

As always, the taco stand committee is looking to add members! Please let Brian know if you would like to 
join the fun! 
 

Your Taco Stand Committee, 2017 
Brian Nissen, Kyle Narum, Doug Johnson, Steve McClellan, Kevin Louis and Matt Lorenz 
 

Taco Stand 2017 Summary 
Deposits 
 Scott County Fair Sales   $14,736.55   (+11.6% vs. 2016) 
 Fair Startup Cash    $700.00 
 Heimatfest Sales    $5,251.00   (+4.4% vs. 2016) 
 Heimatfest Startup Cash   $500.00 
 Leftover Sales     $470.00 
 
Total Deposits     $21,657.55 
Total Sales (less startup cash)   $20,457.55   (+10.1% vs. 2016) 
 
Expenses 
 Scott County Fair - Booth Fees  $650.00 
 MN Dept. of Health    $85.00 
 Heimatfest - Booth Fees   $150.00 
 Supplies     $6,791.30 
 Fair Startup Cash    $700.00 
 Heimatfest Startup Cash   $500.00 
 
Total Expense        $8,876.30 
Operating Expense (less startup cash)  $7,676.30 
 
2017 Profit      $12,781.25   (+12.7% vs. 2016) 
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 Deacon’s Report 

Deacons are responsible for the spiritual health of the congregation.  They are to help organize, 

develop and encourage opportunities for people to grow and build meaningful relationships with 

each other and the family of Hope.   

2017 brought the following activities: 

~ The annual Lent soup and sandwich suppers – a deacon may have been the coordinator each 

week but the bulk of the work was done by the many volunteers taking care of each other and the 

fellow diners. 

~ Celebrate Jordan offered a place to showcase Hope to the community.  The Hope table was 

staffed with a representative from BOYEM and a Deacon.  A small gift and information on Hope 

and the youth programs were given out. 

~ Mother’s Day was celebrated with carnations for all ladies. 

~ Father’s Day was celebrated with root beer floats served outside after the outdoor worship    

service. 

~ Two other worship services were held outside – one of them being our annual pet blessing. 

~ Lutherfest in October brought a skit performed by Hope Actors and a trivia game show to     

remind us what Lutherfest is all about.  There was a lovely meal of sausages, eggs, German potato 

salad and many other goodies, too. 

~ The Church was decorated for the Christmas season and undecorated in January with the help of 

many hands and treats.  The ELCA Good Gifts Tree focused on animals and refuge families.  A goal 

of raising $2000 was set and surpassed due to the generous and caring nature of the Hope Family.  

The total raised was $2895.   

 

The Board of Deacons is a “parent” committee for several other teams within Hope – the Prayer 

Team, Garden of Hope and the Creative Worship team.  It is to these fellow teams, the assistance 

of Angie and Sarah in the office and to the entire congregation that we say a hearty thank you.  

These activities wouldn’t be carried out or done as wonderfully without your help.  We appreciate 

you all.  If you have any ideas, thoughts or suggestions for future activities, please let us know. 

 

Board Members: 

Karen Francis 

Brenda Lieske 

Cindy Lind 

Heather Kinkeade 

Tammy Schleifer 

Paul Engfer – honorary Deacon and helper 
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 Garden of Hope Report 

The garden was very successful again this summer, with help from a lot of 
sunshine and rain.  We received $250 from Thrivent Financial to purchase 
seeds, plants, and canning supplies.  We gathered 579 pounds of produce 
that was given to the Jordan Area Food Shelf, the Schule Haus, and was 
sold to the congregation after worship.  The money from these sales was 
split between Families Moving Forward and paper products for the Jordan 
Area Food Shelf. 
 

We also made 66 pints of salsa, 55 pints of tomato soup, 28 pints of bread 
& butter pickles, and 5 pints of cucumber relish.  The sales from these 
canned goods also went to the above mentioned.  Between the two we 
brought in $1074.  Thank you for your support!     
 

Our Garden would not have been a success 
without the many hours of hard work done by 
countless volunteers! Thank you Volunteers!! 

 

Respectfully the Garden Crew,  

Myrna Rieck, Joyce Roberts and Doug Hvidsten  

The Mission of the Prayer Team Ministry is to lift up the prayer concerns of our              

congregation, community, and world. The Prayer Team supports, encourages and creates 

opportunities for the congregation of Hope to become rooted in the Biblical principles 

of  prayer. 

The Prayer Team had a very prayer-full year! We held our Annual Prayer Vigil on Good     

Friday and it was well received. Next, we held a potluck supper and worship service for 

the National Day of Prayer. We also anointed those who attended the Annual Advent 

Healing and Prayer worship Service. 

The Prayer Team continues to send out “Birthday Blessings” to adult members,                

personalize Sunday’s Prayers of the People for our congregation and update the          

newsletter on our joys and concerns. 

The Prayer Chain, which is under the Prayer Team umbrella, continues to be a vibrant    

ministry of our church. We currently have 66 members on our Prayer Chain! 

We would like to extend a Thank You to Kari Schmidt for her service to the Prayer Team. 

She has moved on to a new ministry within our church! 

We look forward to serving your prayer needs in 2018! 

 

Your Prayer Team, 

Ginny Engfer, Kathy Mattson, Sarah Gavert 

Prayer Team Report 
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It was another busy year in the life of Hope’s youth and educational programming. Hope     
continues to be blessed with many young, vibrant youth and families. 
 
There were 71 children registered for Kids of the Kingdom. KOK children packed 100 shoe-
boxes for Operation Christmas Child and raised $1565 to cover shipping costs and to purchase 
needed items for boxes. There was also $670 raised to purchase baby chicks through ELCA 
Good Gifts. Our Kids of the Kingdom children shared peace, joy, hope, and love during this 
year’s Children’s Advent Program. 
 
We continue to host Keeping the Promise family retreats that help parents fulfill the promises 
they made when their children were baptized. Second graders attended a 10 Commandments 
retreat in February, 1st graders attended a Lord’s Prayer retreat in March, 5th Graders attended a 
Holy Communion retreat in April, 3rd graders attended a Bible retreat in October and 4th graders 
attended an Apostle’s Creed retreat in November. 
 
Vacation Bible School was held in August during daytime hours. Many volunteers helped make 
it a successful year for participants. There were approximately 50 children in attendance. 
 
Last summer’s mission trip crew (seven youth and two adults) traveled to Red Lake, MN to 
share Jesus’ love with many in need on the reservation. We already have 12 youth and two 
adults signed up to travel to Rapid City, SD for next summer’s mission trip.  
 
The church is buzzing on Wednesday nights with energetic middle school youth. This year, 
H2H confirmation programming was extended to a three-year program that now includes 6th – 
8th graders. Bibles were also purchased for 6th – 8th graders to be used throughout their          
confirmation years for study purposes on Wednesday nights. These Bibles are stored at Hope 
and will be gifted to students when they are confirmed. Fifth grade students continue to meet on 
Wednesday nights and enjoy a new curriculum called, Colaborate. We have 12 students in our 
5th Grade Youth Group  and 46, 6th – 8th graders in H2H confirmation on Wednesday nights. 
Our middle school youth enjoy many service projects including packing meals for Feed My 
Starving Children, setting up for the Operation Christmas Child packing party, playing Bingo 
with Oak Terrace and Schule Haus residents, and making sandwiches for The Sandwich       
Project. A weekly offering is taken on Wednesday nights to support these projects. We were 
blessed to have 25 youth confirmed in October. 
 
BOYEM hosted a bake sale and sold pies on Easter Sunday and sold pies during the         
Thanksgiving holiday to raise money for the youth fund. These funds will be used for mission 
trips and other youth ministries. 
 
Love in Christ, 
 
Jess Felten 
Michelle Holicky 
Leah Holmberg 
Doug Johnson 
Clint Mack 
Jennifer Schulz 

Board of Youth and Educational Ministries Report 
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 Congregational Statistics 

New Members 
Arnevik, Audrey & Joel 
Kempf, Ashley & Dustin, Ayla, Macy 
Reetz, Chad & Allison, Ari, Oliver 
Tieben, John & Danielle, Samantha, James, 
William 
Tieben, John & Barb  
Hunstad, Bruce & Lori, Amanda, Nicholas 
Lebo, Shirley 
 

 

Baptisms 
March 5 Emersyn Elyse Jackson 
March 5 Adalynn Grace Campbell 
March 5 Gabrielle Nevaeh Campbell 
April 2  Camden John Reinke 
April 2  Autumn Rose Bortness 
April 9  Oliver Douglas Reetz 
April 9  Ari Alexander Reetz 
June 11 William John Tieben 
June 11 Abroxas John Gavert 
June 25 Brielle Kay Haller 
August 6 Macy Ann Kempf 
Sept. 10 Chase Daniel Herman 
Sept. 17 Reier Hagen Skartvedt 
Nov. 5  Connor Brecken Petersen 
 
 

 

Funerals 
May 21 Donnie Seaver 
June 2 Nicholas Hunstad 
June 22 Del Lindsay 
  

Confirmands 
Gabe Anton   Grace Johnson 
Huntter Bedney  Sam Kalow 
Ella Bounds   Adam Kelvington 
Lydia Cook   Grace Kinkeade 
Camden Dean  Hailey Kluxdal 
Lucinda DeCoteau  Jaina Lower 
Aanika Doheny  Abby Oehlerking 
Logan Fremming  Michelle Pekarna 
Luke Gregoria  Grahm Pelowski 
Ellie Helgerson  Jordyn Remick 
Ian Hennen   Blake Riemer 
Joseph Hulet   Sonja Swanson 
 

 
  
 

Transferred Out / Moved 
Sharon Iverson 
Kirk & Julie Hendricks 
Markus & Kristy Konopacki 
 

 
 
Baptized Membership 434 
Confirmed Membership 287 
Voting Membership  244 
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 • ANNUAL REPORT FROM GUSTAVUS CHURCH RELATIONS — DECEMBER 2017 •  
 

Greetings to you from your partners in ministry at Gustavus Adolphus College! The College community has 
been looking forward, dreaming big and thinking strategically. In alignment with our mission and core      
values, we are guided by a bold vision: Gustavus equips students to lead purposeful lives and to act on the 
great challenges of our time through an innovative liberal arts education of recognized excellence.  
  

As our mission partner, you can contribute to the way we live into this vision. The network of institutions and 
relationships which holds our Lutheran congregations, synods, camps, colleges, seminaries, and social     
agencies together plays a vital role in nourishing and advancing our collective and important contribution to 
the world. We all make a greater impact because of this diverse network to which we belong.   
  

Many years ago Gustavus established the Gustavus Adolphus College Association of Congregations as way of 
living our Lutheran identity and to create a tangible structure through which we might serve the wider        
Lutheran church. The Gustavus Association of Congregations network of congregations continues to thrive, 
energized by the John D. and Ruth Hogenson-Rutford Endowment for Church Relations at Gustavus.  
  

As you gather for congregation annual meetings and synod assemblies, we hope you are inspired by the     
reminder of the many others who walk along side you in mission. We are blessed to be able to share            
numerous resources with your congregation. Thank you to the many of you who have made good use of our 
church and college ministry partnership.   
  

MARK YOUR 2018 CALENDARS AND JOIN US FOR THESE SPECIAL EVENTS:  
 STEP UP  — MARCH 8, 2018, a leadership development resource for high school youth. Students will be 

introduced to college level concepts of leadership that will help them develop a stronger personal plan for 
continuing to grow as a leader. For more information: www.gustavus.edu/churchrelations/stepup  

 Annual Gustavus Faith Conference and Association of Congregations Business Meeting Luncheon —  
APRIL 21, 2018, The theme for the 2018 conference is “Doubt & Difference: Finding Faith through       
Authentic Engagement.” Dr. Jacqueline A. Bussie, Professor of Religion and Director of the Forum on 
Faith and Life at Concordia College is the featured speaker. The Annual Business Meeting of Gustavus 
Adolphus College Association of Congregations will take place during the luncheon meeting. For more 
information: www.gustavus.edu/faithconference   

 MAYDAY! Peace Conference—MAY 2, 2018 “Mighty Be Our Powers: Gender, Justice, and                
Peacebuilding” with featured speaker Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee.  

 The Gustavus Academy for Faith, Science, and Ethics — JULY 14-30, 2018, an exciting resource for high 
school youth interested in exploring creative alliances between faith and science. The theme for the 2018 
Academy is “Land and Identity: How our Food and Microbiomes Change Who We Are.” For more       
information and to nominate a high school student: www.gustavus.edu/chaplain/academy  

 Annual Nobel Conference®— OCTOBER 2-3, 2018  “Living Soil: A Universe Underfoot”  
 Christmas in Christ Chapel—NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 2, 2018  
  

For more information about these events and the many resources we offer congregations, please contact the 
Office of Church Relations or visit us on-line at: www.gustavus.edu/churchrelations.  Thank you for your 
partnership and prayers!  
  
Rev. Grady St. Dennis  
College Chaplain/Director of Church Relations  
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I am so grateful for you - and for all our communities of faith that share the good 
news of Christ in word and deed. We often hear of the church's decline. As I visit our 
synod's congregations, ministries, and partners, I see remarkable signs of vitality and experience renewed 
hope in the Spirit's work. I praise God for these life-giving highlights from 2017:  

 Eleven ordinations (a record number for the recent past) 

 At least 230 pastors, deacons, and CYF and other staff members meeting in peer groups for prayer, 
support, learning, and, often a creative, transformative retreat - all supported with synod funds 

 Six hundred 5th-8th graders attending weekly church gatherings in Prior Lake 

 A host of gifted millennials serving as leaders in our synod; new start congregations in the                
millennial-rich areas of Northeast Minneapolis and the North Loop 

 Vibrant, multicultural congregations and an area ministry strategy in north Minneapolis 

 Fourteen congregations gathering "at the river" to paddle canoes and pray for waters and lakes 

 Racial justice liaisons from 48 churches meeting bimonthly to strengthen efforts against racism 

 Traveling with 16 young, gifted pastors on a "once-in-a-lifetime" 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
trip to our companion synod in Leipzig 

 New energy in our companion synod relationship with Nigeria (I was blessed to travel there twice in 
2017, the first time for the installation of Archbishop Musa Filibus, who is also the newly elected president 
of the Lutheran World Federation and will speak at our Synod Assembly this May.) 

 Congregations supporting a host of unique global partnerships from South Sudan to India to El        
Salvador to Haiti to Liberia 

 Creating the Resurrection Fund for faithful stewardship of resources given to the synod by                
congregations after the sale of church property (We are inspired to imagine the good fruit this Resurrection 
Fund will bear.) 

 Accompanying 36 congregations in call processes; presiding at 37 installations (In particular, I love my 
visits to congregations right before they begin interviewing for a new pastor.) 

 A balanced synod budget, clean audit, and strong mission support to ELCA churchwide 

 Well-attended  and engaging Tool Kit events for more than 100 elected church council members; the 
chance to meet the faithful and tireless lay leaders who serve our congregations and communities 
The remarkable leadership and ministry of our synod staff, synod council, deans, and other synod leaders 
Even more than these highlighted activities, we praise God for the daily and weekly work all around our 
synod: transforming lives through the gift of a new beginning in Jesus Christ, forming authentic            
communities where confidence and doubt, joy, and sorrow are welcomed and shared; being truly present 
in the neighborhoods around us; striving for justice and healing in our world. 
 
The coming months are significant for the Minneapolis Area Synod. Conference Assemblies are Sunday, 
February 25, and the Synod Assembly is May 4-5. Both include steps in the bishop election process. As I 
complete my sixth year as your bishop, I want to say how grateful I am for the privilege of serving in this 
calling. I have indicated my openness to election to a second term. More importantly, I join with you in  
asking the Holy Spirit to guide us in the coming process. Please hold our synod in your prayers.   
 
I give thanks for our vital partnership and look forward to deepening our shared mission. Please let us 
know how we can serve one another better - working together so all experience gracious invitation into 
life-giving Christian community and live in just and healthy neighborhoods.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Bishop Ann Svennungsen 

Bishop's Annual Report to Congregations 
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Hope’s Vision:  
We are a community of hope inviting all people into God’s  

transforming embrace of love for the world through Jesus Christ. 


